[Composition and metabolism of high-density lipoproteins in normal rabbits of different ages and in experimental atherosclerosis].
It is shown that peculiarities of high-density lipoproteids metabolism in old rabbits as compared with young ones in norm are represented by an increase in the activity of lecithincholesterol acyltransferase (EC 2.3.1.4.3) in blood plasma and in time of half-removal of labelled high-density 3H lipoproteids by a decrease in the activity of cholesterol-7 alpha-monooxigenase in the liver. The content of cholesterol esters in the composition of high-density lipoproteids increases with ageing. Under experimental atherosclerosis the decomposition of high-density lipoproteids intensifies, the activity of cholesterol-7 alpha-monooxigenase increases and that of lecithincholesterol acyltransferase is inhibited equally in uneven-aged rabbits. The content of free cholesterol increases and that of cholesterol esters decreases in the high-density lipoproteid composition.